ning! 


he all-new KM-700 is the newest star 
under that blue, Kentucky moon. Look at 
some of the features: 


¢ Hand-carved and graduated top and back 

¢ Traditional nitrocellulose lacquer finish 

¢ Elaborate pearl and abalone headstock inlay 
e All solid construction 


Here's the mandolin that has it all...a big 
powerful tone, easy playing action and 
beautifully figured woods in the tradition of 
the finest instruments of the 1920's. 


Suggested retail $995 


America’s Favorite Mandolin! 


ee ae % & 
7 Si sie ez > = 5 
4 = : - P s & 
. cd a2 Ae a % 


x = 


me. 


Stef w Phone: | (650) 588-5558 e Fax: (650) 871-7590 
\) ee NA www.sagamusic.com 
the source. DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED! 


2 e MANDOLIN 800-BUY-SAGA ¢ www.sagamusic.com ¢ FX: 650-871-7590 


Cremona Premier: Novice Cellos 


Cello ownership has never been so affordable! 


The superb value of the economy-priced cellos will bring the joys 
of cello ownership to many who thought they could never afford 
such a serviceable, fine-tuned instrument! Spruce and maple con- 
struction assures years of trouble-free service. Our superb 
Cremona cellos outfits offer the beautiful, hand-carved instru- 
ments identical to professional instruments costing far more. 
They will stand up to the rigors of school and rental usage. Their 
unprecedented value will bring the joys of cello study to many 
more students — and that means big sales for you! 


CRACK RESISTANT MODELS: 
¢ Maple back and sides ¢ LB-10C J. LaSalle Brazilwood 


* Ebony fingerboard & fittings bow with genuine 
; oe ss aps . unbleached white horsehair 
¢ Antique brown satin finish 


- ior® i a 
* VP-14CP [1] fine tuner ° oo : 


SC-0: SC-1: Novice Cello % 
Novice Cello 44-14 — «Maple top 
e Spruce top 


¢ Maple neck 
SC-2: Novice Cello 44 SC-3: Novice Cello 44 
e Spruce top e Spruce top 


e Flamed back 


call 


1-800-BUY-SAGA 
(1-800-289-7242) 


Vremona 
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F. Cervini & Cremona Violins 


The best value for the price-conscious student! 


You've seen this finish before on fine, old violins costing thousands 
of dollars but never before at this affordable price point! It’s yet 
another first from Saga to offer a fine, fully hand carved violin of select 
spruce and flamed maple and offer it on a warm, shaded antique fin- 
ish that so closely resembles a fine, old masterpiece. The Cremona 
SV-225 features hand-inlayed wood purfling and a genuine ebony fin- 
gerboard and fittings. A Cremona 3-star bridge is fitted and the entire 
instrument is shop-adjusted prior to shipment. The SV-225 comes 
complete with our J. LaSalle LB-12 bow and C-3905 hardshell shaped 
case. It comes in four sizes 4/4 - 1/4. 


CREMONA VIOLIN: 

SV-225: Violin %4-1/ 

e Hand-carved solid e Shop-adjusted 
spruce top e Antiqued finish 

* Hand-carved solid e Flamed, hand-carved 
maple back, sides, maple back and sides 


neck and scroll 
e Inlaid purfling 
¢ Ebony fingerboard 


¢ Delicately inlaid purfling 
e Ebony fittings 
eLB-12 J. LaSalle high-quality 


e VP-202 Cremona 2-Star Brazilwood bow with ebony 
bridge frog and genuine 
¢ C-3905 multi-ply wood unbleached white horsehair 


hardshell case with plush 
lining & nylon case cover 


HV-300 is a superb choice for conscientious teachers, parents and 
dealers who wish to ensure their bowed instrument students the 
best possible start — a key part of the equation ensuring early success 
and retention. They meet our high quality standards for workman- 
ship, materials, and performance and exceed all MENC specs. 


CERVINI VIOLIN: 
HV-300: Violin 44 


¢ Top is hand-carved and ¢ Highly polished solid 
properly graduated from ebony fingerboard. 
well-aged, select, fine- * High-end dark rosewood fit- 
grained German spruce tings and ebony fingerboard 

* Back, sides and neck is ¢ C-3950 Series deluxe, oblong, 
carved from stable, dense, multi-ply wood hardshell vio- 
tight,even-grained book- lin case 


matched, highly-flamed 


Bavarian maple. e LB-12 Series J. LaSalle 


Brazilwood bow with ebony 


* Beautiful hand-rubbed frog, and unbleached white 
antiqued golden finish horseliair 
¢ Delicate, inlaid purfling * Shop-adjusted 
call 
1-800-BUY-SA 
(1-800-289-7242) 


SA Svancesco Cervini he 
emot ld Pater, & alumnus Antonio Stradivarius Cc 7 
Secit Columbo, Anno 2003 
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Gitane Maccaferri-Style Jazz Guitars 


Leading the way for Gypsy Jazz! 


Any Django fan or gypsy guitarist will be thrilled to have 
two new classic Django style guitars to choose from. 

Both with traditional sound and style coupled with mod- 
ern improvements. They are indeed exact replicas of 
rare 1941 Selmer jazz guitars — a style of which only 20 
were made. The longer scale length and characteristic 
oval sound hole will only further bring out the exception- 
al qualities of these classic originals. 


BOTH GUITARS: 


e Longer scale 26 5/8” ¢ Mother-of-pearl 

¢ Horizontal cutaway dot markers 

* Multiple ebony/maple * Bone nut, zero fret 
purfling on all edges ° Trapeze tailpiece 

¢ Moustache bridge e 14:1 ratio geared nickel- 
with movable center plated tuning machines 

e Ebony fingerboard e Adjustable truss rod 

¢ Dovetail neck/body joint e Shop-adjusted 

DG-250M DG-250 

e Select spruce top e Select spruce top 

e Beautiful birdseye maple e Premium rosewood 
back, sides, neck and back, sides and 
peghead overlay peghead overlay 

e Natural gloss finish e¢ Mahogany neck with 


rosewood overlay 


“The Saga DG-250M is just an all-around great guitar, 
not even considering the price which puts it in reach of 
players who are just starting to learn Gypsy Jazz and 


players who want to have this particular tone in their 
acoustic arsenal.” 
As reviewed by John Jorgenson in Flatpicking Guitar magazine. (September 2003) 


call 


1-800-BUY-SAGA 
(1-800-289-7242) 
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Blueridge “Pre-War” Series 


These superb reissues of vintage American guitars are tomorrow's collectibles! 


You haven't played a great guitar until you've played a top- 
of-the-line Blueridge. They have all the features of the les- 
endary American-made guitars of the “Pre-War” period, 
including a HUGE, well-balanced sound that can be heard 
over the most powerful banjo picker — all the way to the back 


of the hall or at any outdoor venue. 


ALL PRE-WAR GUITARS: 


¢ Solid Sitka Spruce top 


e Ebony fingerboard and 
bridge 

¢ Pre-War-style, scalloped body 
bracing includes “Forward-X” 
top bracing 

¢ Maple bridge plate, built and 
placed exactly as in Pre-War 
dreadnaughts 

¢ Natural high-gloss finish 
with aging toner for perfect 
vintage look 

¢ Saga’s exclusive Dalmatian- 
tortoise style pickguard 


¢ Bone saddle 


¢ Low profile, solid mahogany 
neck with dovetail neck joint 
& adjustable truss rod 


¢ Rosewood peghead overlay 
features original, floral- 
design, abalone and mother- 
of-pear! inlay 

e Bone nut 

¢ Kluson-style individual tuners 
with 14:1 ratio gears, ribbed 
covers and oval “butterbean” 
buttons 


MAHOGANY 

BR-240: Dreadnaught 

e “Style 18”: Classic roots 
music sound 

¢ Premium, solid mahogany 
back, sides and neck 


¢ Black body binding (mother- 
of-pearl dot markers) 


¢ Nickel-plated Kluson- 
style tuners 


BRAZILIAN ROSEWOOD 


¢ Limited availability 


¢ Rare, premium quality, 
solid Brazilian Rosewood 
back and sides with matching 
peghead overlay. The Brazilian 
Rosewood used in these gui- 
tars is well-aged. 


¢ Grained ivoroid body & fret- 
board binding 

e Abalone and mother-of-pearl 
Pre-War “split diamond” 
snowflake position markers 

¢ Traditional carved diamond 
volute on back of headstock 


BR-260: Dreadnaught 
e “Style 28”: The Herringbone 


¢ Traditional herring 
bone on top 

¢ Traditional “zigzag” herring- 
bone-style back strip and 
butt inlays 


¢ Nickel-plated Kluson- 
style tuners 


BR-280: Dreadnaught 


e “Style 45”: Abalone every- 
where 

¢ Gold-plated Kluson-style 
tuners 


call 
1-800-BUY-SAGA 
(1-800-289-7242) 
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Blueridge “000” Guitars 


Great guitars, affordably priced! 


00-BUY-SA 
(1-800-289-7242) 


No expense was spared on our new Blueridge guitars — and 
their tone is as lovely as their lavish ornamentation. Now, 
Saga introduces 000 sizes for that well-balanced sound 


required for Folk, Blues and fingerpicking styles. 
ALL CONTEMPORARY GUITARS: 


¢ Solid Sitka Spruce top 
with hand-carved parabolic 
braces in authentic Pre-War 
forward X-position 


¢ Rosewood bridge & 
bridgeplate 
e Natural high-gloss finish 


e East Indian Rosewood finger- 
board with adjustable truss 
rod (“000” scale = 25.5") 


¢ Carved mahogany, low 
profil neck 


¢ Rosewood peghead overlay 
with unique Blueridge moth- 
er-of-pearl inlay 

¢ Dovetail neck joint 

¢ Bone nut and saddle 

¢ Black pickguard 

¢ Kluson-style individual 
tuners with 14:1 ratio gears, 
ribbed covers and oval “but- 
terbean” buttons 


BR-43: “000” 
¢ Mahogany back and sides 


BR-63: “000” 
e Choice rosewood back, sides 
and peghead overlay 


BR-73: “000” 

¢ Choice rosewood back, sides 
and peghead overlay 

¢ Abalone rosette and 
top purfling 


¢ Outlined hexagonal abalone 
position markers 


ALL HISTORIC GUITARS: 


e All-solid wood construction 

e Hand-carved parabolic braces 
in authentic, Pre-War, for- 
ward-X position 

¢ Rosewood bridgeplate 

e Bone nut and saddle 

e Natural high-gloss finish 
with aging toner for perfect 
vintage look 

¢ Rosewood peghead overlay 
with unique Blueridge 


abalone and m.o.p. inlays 


¢ Carved, solid mahogany, low 
profile neck with adjustable 
truss rod (“000 scale = 25.5") 


¢ Dovetail neck joint 

¢ Saga’s exclusive Dalmatian- 
tortoise style pickguard 

¢ Kluson-style individual 
tuners with 14:1 ratio gears, 
ribbed covers and oval “but- 
terbean” buttons 


BR-143: “000” 


e Select solid Sitka Spruce top 
with elegant black and white 
striped rosette 

¢ Choice solid mahogany 
back and sides 


e East Indian Rosewood fingerboard 


BR-163: “000” 
eThe Herringbone” top binding 


e Fine solid Sitka Spruce top 
with herringbone rosette & 
purfling 

e Select, solid East Indian 


Rosewood back, sides, 
fingerboard and bridge 


BR-183: “000” 


e Abalone purfling on all edges 


¢ Premium solid Sitka Spruce top 
w. abalone rosette & purfling 


e Premium solid East Indian 


Rosewood back & sides; deli- 

cate wood marquetry backstrip 
¢ Traditional carved diamond 

volute on back of headstock 


: 650-871-7590 © www.sagamusic.com * 800-BUY-SAGA 
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Blueridge Gospel Guitar 


The collectors’ choice! 


There’s never been another guitar like it — and Saga has it first! 
It's the new BR-343 Gospel model with beautiful original designs 
of white pearl and abalone in the peghead and beautiful “Trinity” 
inlayed pearl position markers on the rosewood fingerboard. This 
/ stunning collector's piece has a vintage sunburst finish on body 
and neck as well as black binding with multiple black/white pur- 
fling accents. 


4 The BR-343 is in the popular 000 size and features a solid Sitka 
Spruce top with scalloped bracing in the forward X-brace pattern. 
Back and sides are solid mahogany and the slim, low profile 
mahogany neck has an adjustable truss rod and the traditional 
dovetail neck/body joint. This fine guitar features a bone nut and 
saddle. Vintage butterbean style tuners complete the distin- 
guished look of the new Blueridge BR-343 Gospel guitar. 


The unique beauty of this unusual guitar will shine through on 
any stage or music store display — it's sure to be another run- 
away sales success from Saga! 


Sed BR-343: Gospel Guitar 

¢ Solid select Sitka Spruce top = * Mahogany neck with rose- 
¢ Solid mahogany back & sides wood fretboard 

e Vintage two color sunburst * Rosewood bridge 

* Dovetail neck joint ¢ Original pearl and abalone 


¢ Scalloped forward shifted X- Soap ee assiel 
brace pattern ¢ Pearl “Trinity” fretboard inlay 


e Butterbean-style tuners 


call 
1-800-BUY-SAGA 
(1-800-289-7242) 
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New Durango Grand Concert Guitars 


The ultimate, affordable guitar for Blues and Ragtime! 


You won't believe the sound and the playing ease of these comfortable, 
traditionally-styled guitars from Durango! It offers a range of five superb 
models. Every model in the line features a peghead shaped like a 
DeLuccia guitar, the rarest of the rare vintage collectors’ pieces — and our 
beautiful, distinctive Durango logo in abalone pearl and westem-script, a 
feature found on no other guitar! The body shape is reminiscent of a 
1920's vintage guitar — easy to hold and produces the brilliant, balanced 
tones so dear to the heart of the finger-style guitarist. 


ALL GUITARS: 

e X-bracing 

e Internal angle cut mahogany 
kerfing 


¢ Herringbone rosette 
¢ Black center strip 
¢ Rosewood bridge 
¢ Slim mahogany neck 


e 14-fret neck/body joint 


¢ Rosewood fingerboard with 
Mother-of-pearl inlay 


e DeLuccia-style peghead 
¢ Rosewood peghead overlay 
¢ Tortoise-style pickguard 


DF-300M: 

“Grand Concert” 
¢ Mahogany top 

¢ Mahogany back and sides 
¢ Matte finish 


¢ Black binding on top, 
back and sides 


¢ Open nickel tuners 


DF-355 & UP: 
¢ Natural gloss finish 
with vintage toner 

e W/B/W binding on 
top, back and sides 


DF-350: 
“Grand Concert” 
e Spruce top 


e Mahogany back and sides 


e White binding on top, back, 
sides and fingerboard 


¢ Natural gloss finish with 
vintage toner 


e Vintage-style open-back tuners 


e White binding on 
fingerboard 

¢ Schaller-type sealed tuners 
with “Butterbean” style buttons 


DF-355: 

“Grand Concert” 
¢ Solid spruce top 

¢ Mahogany back and sides 


DF-365: “Grand 
Concert” 
¢ Solid spruce top 


¢ Rosewood back and sides 


DF-360: 

“Grand Concert” 

e Vintage toned spruce top 
¢ Rosewood back and sides 


Ci 
1-800-BUY-SAG, 


-BUY-SAGA 
(1-800-289-7242) 


DURANGO 
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Mahalo Uke-Guitars and Ukuleles 


So beautiful you want more than one, so affordable you could have them all! 


Ukuleles are more popular than ever — and Saga has unveiled a 
comprehensive new line of Mahalo brand ukuleles priced and 
sized to meet every need and pocket-book. These high-quality, 
affordable Mahalo Ukuleles will put you at the forefront of the big 
ukulele boom! 


Now your customers can choose a superb Mahalo Ukulele in every 

color of the rainbow — and each comes with it’s own color-matched 

bag! There are eight colors to choose from, and a selection of those 
cal colorful Ukuleles will add sparkle to your store display. 


+800-BUY-SAGA PAINTED MAHALO UKULELES WITH BAGS: 


U-30 Series 

e Available colors: black, blue, ¢ Ebonized fingerboard 
red, yellow, green, orange, & bridge 
purple & white e Gold-plated friction pegs 


Saga’s line of Ukulele-guitars gets even better with a selection of 
three colors to choose from — and each instrument comes with it’s 
own color-matched bag! It's a super sales idea that will you cash 
in on the growing Ukulele craze — another first from Saga! 


PAINTED MAHALO UKE-GUITARS WITH BAGS: 
UNG-30 Series 


e Available colors: e Gold-plated geared tuners 
black, blue and red 


¢ Mahogany fingerboard & bridge 


U-30 with a bag 


AMP 
u 


sttitee 


soooee 


U-30 Series UNG-30 Series 
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Rover Mandolins 


The sound you love in new design and colors! 


Rover RM-35 and RM-35S mandolins feature the “paddlehead” 
peghead shape with the Rover logo in abalone pearl and the 
rosewood fingerboard is bound in white with 20 fast, low-action 
frets. New, deluxe nickel-plated tuning machines offer easy, accu- 
rate tuning. Each instrument is carefully shop-adjusted. Also 
available in gloss black finish (RM-35B and RM-35BS). 


The Rover RM-50 features a solid carved arched top of select 
spruce with the traditional tone-bar bracing for best tone and 
volume. The finest maple is used for the carved back and sides. 
The distinctive f-holes are a new Saga design and the beautiful 
finish and elegant look of the RM-50 are all out of proportion to 
its‘ affordable price. Also available in gloss black finish (RM-50B). 


ALL MANDOLINS: 


e Available in sunburst ¢ Traditional tone-bar bracing 
or gloss black e “Paddlehead” peghead 

¢ Dovetail neck joint shape with Rover logo in 

e Fast, slim neck with elevated abalone 
fingerboard joins body at ¢ 20 fast, low-action frets 


the 12"-fret 


e White bound rosewood 
fingerboard 


¢ New slimmer f-hole design 
¢ Deluxe nickel-plated tuners 
¢ Shop-adjusted 


RM-35: Sunburst RM-35S: Sunburst 


ih 


\ 


RM-35B: Black RM-35BS: Black 
eSpruce top eSolid spruce top 
eMaple back and sides eMaple back and sides 


RM-50: Sunburst 

RM-50B: Black 

e Solid carved arched 
spruce top 

e Solid carved maple 


; call 
back & sides 1-800-BUY-SAGA 
(1-800-289-7242) 


¢ Nickel-plated hardware 
e GHS Strings 
e Nickel-silver frets 
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Kentucky Artist F-Model Mandolins 


Packed with features — at prices that will amaze you! 


Acoustic Musical Instruments, Tone and Finish 


It may be no secret that there is a strong connection between 
tone and the finish on an acoustic instrument, but it is very likely 
that the facts are not clearly understood. 


There are three primary finishes used on acoustic guitars, man- 
dolins and other instruments. Each has its good points and down 
sides. Unfortunately there is no one finish that answers every- 
one’s needs. The most common choices are Nitrocellulose 
Lacquer, Polyurethane and Polyester. There exists an industry 
"ranking" of these finishes concerning both visual beauty and 
acoustic performance. (Unfortunately there is conflict as well.) 


For factory production purposes Polyester has to be the winner 
where cost effectiveness and beauty are concerned. It can be 
applied in about three or four coats, and without a doubt looks 
the best of all finishes. When buffed it looks (like a block of ice, 
inches thick) flat and with a deep shine. This is the finish used on 
most Asian instruments. Unfortunately this beautiful, flawless fin- 
ish somewhat limits the tone and projection of all acoustic 
stringed instruments. As a result it is used primarily on entry level 
instruments marketed to the beginner, looking for their first shiny 
new instrument. 


Next on the list is Polyurethane. These finishes are a bit more 
labor intensive for the factory, but with careful application, can be 
successfully used on middle level acoustic instruments. It is a fin- 
ish that has characteristics best described as being "tougher" in 
nature than Polyester which is glass hard. Because of the 
increased flexibility, the finish is much more sympathetic to 
acoustic tone. Visually, Urethane finishes rank slightly below the 
Polyesters. Urethanes tend to exhibit more shrinkage over time 
on wood grain, binding and small imperfections in the wood. 
Most consider this quite acceptable due to the dramatic improve- 
ment in tone and power. 


The final selection is Nitrocellulose Lacquer. This is the finish 
used on all high end acoustic stringed instruments. In this range 
of instruments nothing less is acceptable. Lacquer is a hard brit- 
tle finish that contributes to the tone and clarity of professional 
level stringed instruments. It must be applied in extremely thin 
coats, as many as twenty to thirty times. Lacquer is a very labor 
intensive process requiring sanding between applications and 
strict monitoring of the painting environment. For all of its bene- 
fits to the sound of an instrument, it will exhibit the most ten- 
dency to shrink and conform to the underlaying surface material. 
It can be expected to begin showing the ridge lines of Sitka 
spruce grain lines very soon after finishing, and binding lines will 
be obvious as will the intense figure of flame maple, as well as 
small surface blemishes in the wood that the thicker, harder fin- 
ishes will hide. Indeed this can be the sign of a properly applied 
lacquer finish that will add beauty, protect the wood and actually 
enhance the tone and power of the instrument. A professional 
instrument strives for a balance between these points. Whereas 
the beginners instrument strives for production cost effectiveness 
and beauty at the expense of tone, the professional instrument 
will strive for a balance of these points and sound is always the 
prime concern every time. 


Scott Zimmerman, Stringed Instrument Technologies Ltd. 


Kentucky Mandolins continue to be today’s best value in hand- 
made professional quality mandolins. Our artist f-mandolins are 
hand-carved and graduated from the finest mountain spruce and 
northern maple. All features and fittings chosen to assure that each 
mandolin produces a rich, powerful tone in an instrument true to 


the tradition in every way. 


KM-700 MODELS 
Hand-carved solid spruce top 
Hand-carved solid 

maple back & sides 
Traditional Nitrocellulose 
Lacquer sunburst finish 
Multi-ply binding on 

body & headstock 

Maple neck with adjustable truss 
rod and extended, 29-fret, 


bound, stained, rosewood fret- 
board 


¢ Inlaid mother-of 
-pearl dot markers 


e Adjustable compensated 
ebony bridge 

¢ Nickel-plated hardware 

e Shop-adjusted 


KM-700: 
F-model Mandolin 


Highly flamed back, 
neck and sides 


Elaborate new mother- 
of-pearl peghead inlay 


— 
a) 


KM-750: 

F-model Mandolin 

e Choicest wood highly flamed 
back, neck and sides 

e Radius fingerboard with 
block mother-of-pearl inlays 


¢ Most elaborate new 
peghead inlay 


call 


1-800-BUY-SAGA 
(1-800-289-7242) 
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Kentucky 25" Anniversary Mandolin 


th 


An LUCrSary 


Reserve your handmade, signed, limited edition! 


SS 


Flamed solid 


maple back 


Ci 
1-800-BUY-SAG 


BUY- 
(1-800-289-7242) 


A 


The new 25" Anniversary Model Kentucky is the finest instru- 
ment yet produced in a long line of legendary instruments from 
Saga. Compare it to custom mandolins costing upwards of 
°15,000, or to the vintage originals themselves — There has 
never been a finer mandolin, or a greater value than the new 
25" Anniversary Model Kentucky Mandolin from Saga! 


KM-25" MANDOLIN 


¢ Hand-carved, solid 
spruce top 

¢ Hand-carved, graduated, 
highly flamed solid maple 
back, sides and neck 

¢ Authentic sunburst 
varnish finish 

¢ Multiple ivoroid binding 
on sides, peghead and 
fingeboard 

e Adjustable truss rod 

¢ 29-fret extension ebony 
fingerboard with pearl dots 


¢ Traditional fern peghead 
inlay in abalone and mother- 
of-pearl 

e Adjustable, compensated 
ebony bridge 

e Engraved, silver-plated tun- 
ing machines with 
genuine pearl buttons 

¢ Signed and numbered with 
certificate of authenticity 

¢ Designed and built like a 
1923 Loar master model 


Peghead 
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Rover Banjos 


Aluminum rim for the tone that delivers! 


00-BUY-SAGA 
(1-800-289-7242) 


In 1980, you could walk into any music store in America and buy 
a decent entry-level banjo or guitar for less than °200. Well, now 
you can! 

The Rover RB-20 Banjo is the ideal first banjo. The neck is slim 
and fast and all parts fit together properly. The neck angle can be 
altered with the coordinator rod and the neck itself has an 
adjustable truss rod. Add a resonator to this banjo and you get 
your new RB-25! 

The RB-30 features an 11” rim of a special, hard aluminum alloy 
with an integral bracket band, and_nickel-plated rolled brass 
tension hoop. The Rover RB-35 has all the great RB-30 features 
plus a deluxe, old-style, laminated, multi-ply, arched mahogany 
resonator, with ivoroid binding. 


The Rover RB-40 features an integral tone ring and cast aluminum 
alloy rim for optimum tone and volume. The genuine Remo head 
is secured by 24 brackets and a nickel-plated brass vintage-style 
tension hoop. 


The RB-45 has all the same features as the RB-40with addition of 
a traditional style nickel-plated brass flange and the ivoroid- 


bound mahogany resonator. 


ALL BANJOS: 


e Slim, comfortable mahogany 
neck with adjustable truss rod 

e East Indian Rosewood fin- 
gerboard with mother-of- 
pearl dot markers 


e Standard 25!/2” scale length 


¢ Remo head secured 
by 24 brackets 


¢ Superior® TrailPak™ II bag 


RB-25: Resonator 

e Paddle shaped peghead 

e 14:1 ratio geared tuners 

¢ Nickel-plated 2 piece flanges 


e Vintage-style bound 
mahogany resonator 


e Standard 11” composite rim 


¢ Notched brass tension hoop 
with nickel plating 


e P-101 Deluxe Vega- 
type armrest 


e P-115 No-Knot tailpiece 


RB-30: Open-back 
RB-35: Resonator 
e Paddle shaped peghead 
e 14:1 ratio geared tuners 


e Nickel-plated 2 piece flange 
and vintage-style bound 
mahogany resonator on RB-35 


e Standard 11” aluminum rim 

e Heavy duty grooved triple nickel 
plated brass tension hoop 

e Geared 5" peg 


¢ P-100 nickel-plated 1930s style 
deluxe steel armrest 


e P-117 Old Waverly tailpiece 


RB-40: 
Open-back Banjo 
e Vintage, fiddle- 

shaped peghead 


¢ Planetary-style tuners with 
large pearloid buttons 


¢ Geared fifth peg 

¢ Integral tone ring 

¢ Cast aluminum alloy rim 

¢ Vintage-style, nickel-plated 
brass tension hoop 

e P-100 1930's style 
standard |-leg armrest 


¢ P-117 old Wavely tailpiece 


RB-45: 

Resonator Banjo 

eSame features at the RB-40 

¢ Vintage-style ivoroid-bound 
mahogany resonator 

¢ Nickel-plated 2 piece flange 
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Gold Star Banjo 


The vintage flathead banjo is back! 


If you always wanted a faithful reproduction of the classic 
Pre-War flathead 5-string banjo — your prayers have been 
answered with the new Gold Star GF-85! Most banjo play- 
ers will agree that the ideal Bluegrass banjo was the flat- 
head built in limited quantities during the 1930s . These 
banjos are currently valued in five to six figure dollar 
amounts. 


In the late 1970s the Gold Star banjo was introduced by 
Saga Musical Instruments, replicating and in some cases 
improving on features of those Pre-War originals. (i.e. the 
alloy composition of the single piece flange and tension 
hoop was upgraded to remove impurities and eliminate 
metal fatigue.) The vintage 20-hole flathead tone ring is 
then carefully fitted to a 3-ply rock maple rim. Add to the 
mix a single piece die-cast flange of proper dimension and 
the result is that elusive “Pre-war” sound. 

The Gold Star banjo of the 80s and 90s have become the 
collector's banjos for the current crop of pickers, being one 
of the only two brands of five string banjo that have con- 
sistently increased in value after purchase. 

After a ten-year hiatus Gold Star banjos are back and rep- 
resent a greater value than ever. 


GF-85 


e Classic Pre-War style flat- 
head 5-string banjo 

¢ Traditional bound fast 
slim mahogany neck 
and mahogany resonator 

e 20-hole flat head Pre-War 
formula tone ring 


e Bone nut 
e Adjustable truss rod 


e Planetary tuners with 
pearloid buttons 


e Geared 5th peg 
e 24 brackets 


© One piece die cast 
resonator flange 

e Style 3 leaves and 
bows mother-of-pearl 
inlay pattern 

e 3-ply rock maple rim 

© Double-cut head- 
stock shape 


Ci 
1-800-BUY-S. 
(1-800-289-7242) 


e 1930's style armrest 

e Presto tailpiece 

e Standard maple and 
ebony top bridge 

e Nickel plated hardware 

e Vintage mahogany finish 
on the resonator 


AGA 
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Golden Gate® & Chipboard Hardshell Instrument Cases 


You can go places with these cases! 


Wherever you go, our Golden Gate® cases and bags will transport 
your precious instrument in style and safety! 


They are sturdily made to protect your instrument from rough 
handling, changes of climate and all other vicissitudes of travel- 
ing. Golden Gate® guitar cases and bags offer fine protection and 
safe, easy transport at an exceptionally accessible price. 


CV-1520: Vintage Mandolin Case 


¢ Multi-ply wood hardshell case —_* Vintage style hardware 
e Arch top construction e Leather handle 
e 1920's F-4 style e Durable tolex exterior 


CP-1514: “000” Guitar Deluxe ABS Case 
¢ Rugged ABS molded plastic | * Roomy accessory pocket 


e Padded plush velvet interior — ¢ Best quality hinges, latches 
¢ Sturdy metal valance and handles 
all-around 
Premier Cases 
C-1514: “000” Guitar 
C-1530: Resonator Banjo 


¢ Multi-ply wood core with e Durable tolex exterior 
durable leather-look exterior . Top quality handles, hinges 
e Padded plush interior and latches 


CHIPBOARD CASES 

C-151: Classic/Dobro Guitar 
C-155: Dreadnaught Guitar 
C-189: Bass Dobro 

C-2917: 5-string Openback Banjo 
C-2921: 5-string Resonator Banjo 
C-3714: A-model Mandolin 


Cal 
1-800-BUY-SAG, 
(1-800-289-7242) 
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Regal Dobro & Electric Guitar Kit 


Share our passion for great guitars! 


There's never been another Dobro like it — it's an unprecedent- 
ed value with a style all it's own! Inspired by a hit bluegrass song, 
this beautiful instrument features an original pearl peghead 
design that outclasses anything at three times the price! That's 
just what you’d pay for any other Dobro with comparable fea- 
tures, such as Quarterman cone, old-style sound well with paral- 
lelogram openings, correct “California” body shape and square- 
neck dimensions, the list goes on and on. 

The new RD-52 is the equal of any professional-grade Dobro 
made — and yet is priced within the reach of the serious student. 
The fingerboard is select ebony and the entire guitar is finished 
in a rich vintage brown high gloss. The body and neck are 
mahogany and the neck joins the body at the twelfth fret with the 
traditional interior extension. 

The scale is the traditional 25” and the nickel-plated butterbean 
tuners complete the vintage look of this modern classic. Each 
RD-52 is fully shop-adjusted and approved before shipment. 
We believe the new Regal RD-52 Black Lightning is the greatest 
value ever offered in a Dobro guitar — and when you get one in 
your hands — you will too! 


RD-52: Dobro 
“Black Lightning” Guitar 


fA g 
oo Oo ot 
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TRADE MARK 
REGA 
SAN FRANCISCS, 


RD-52 
_ 


¢ Mahogany top * Classic Pre-War 12" fret neck 
call ° Mahogany back and sides body joint with extension 
eon aU SAA ini * Nickel-plated butterbean 
(1-800-289-7242) ¢ Vintage brown finish ckel-plated butterbea 


style tuners 


¢ Original Black Lightning 
peghead design 

e Shop-adjusted 

Building your own guitar is a rewarding task with one of our 

carefully-engineered kits. Besides increasing your knowledge 

of the instrument, you will save about 50% of the cost involved 

inthe purchase of a comparable completed instrument. 


SAGA ELECTRIC GUITAR KIT: 


Body 

Arched, flamed maple top. All shaping and routing 
complete. Maximum tone and sustain. 

Neck 

Blank peghead shape with tuning machine holes. Solid 
select maple neck. Fretted rosewood fingerboard. 
Adjustable truss rod. 

Metal 

Steel, heavily nickel-plated hardware. 


e 25” scale length 
e Ebony fingerboard 
¢ Quaterman resonator cone 


Control Assembly 

Controls are pre-wired and back mounted. 

Includes: | volume, | tone, and | 3-way selector switch. 
Tuning Machines 

14:1 ratio geared machines for precise tuning. 

Bridge 

Fully adjustable for precise intonation and adjustment. 


Other 


Wood is sealed for protection against arora Complete 
with strings and electric cord. Assembly and finishing instruc- 
tions manual, simple and easy! 
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Quarterman Resonator Cones 


Extraordinary parts make extraordinary instruments! 


call 
1-800-BUY-SAGA 
(1-800-289-7242) 


QUARTERMAN RESONATOR CONES: 


For more than 30 years, Quarterman cones have been the bench 
mark for quality and sound in resonator cones. All cones are hand- 
spun and are made from a special aluminum alloy. The Quarterman 
design ensures durability and the best tone and volume output pos- 
sible! They are the industry standard among the top resonator guitar 
players and performers in the world today! 


QD-1: Original 109/16" 
This is the original size of the 1928 
— 31 cones. The very best players 
use this cone. It will give the tone 
and balanced sound you will 
need for your resophonic guitar. 


QD-2: Inverted 109/16" 


This is an inverted cone and will 
give a more mellow tone. It has a 
two-step lip to accommodate 
the short spider bridge and the 
long spider bridge. 


QD-3: Straight 109/16" 
This has straight sides with two- 
step lip to accommodate the 
short spider bridge and the long 
spider bridge. It replaces the 8- 
lug cone from the 1930's, and 
the Regal guitar. 


QD-4: Straight 109/16" 
This has straight sides with sin- 
gle lip. Designed for the 1962 to 
1966 cones. 


QD-5: Resonator 
Mandolin 91/16" 


Spun aluminum cone for origi- 
nal Dobro-type mandolin. 


QD-7: Tricone 515/16" 
This cone replaces the old and 
new Tricone guitar from the 1920's 
to present day. 


QD-9: Duolian 9!/2" 
This cone replaces the old and 
new Duolian guitar cones from 
the 1920's to present day. 


QD-10: Duolian 10!/2" 
This cone replaces the old and 
new Duolian guitar cones from 
the 1930's to present day. 


“Heard Around the WORLD.” 


Est. 1972 


COUNTER CATALOG SUPPLEMENT INDEX 


CASES & BAGS.BRAND 16 | Cervini Violin 4 
Golden Gate 16 | Cremona Violin Family 3-4 
Superior 16 Durango Guitars 9 

Gitane Maccaferri Guitars 5 
CASES & BAGS.TYPE 16 | Gold Star Banjos 15 
Banjos 16 | Mahalo Uke-Guitars 10 
Guitars 16 | Kentucky Mandolins 12-13 
Mandolins 16 Rover Banjos 14 


Rover Mandolins 11 
Trinity College 
INSTRUMENTS.BRAND 3-15 
Blueridge Guitars 6-8 


INSTRUMENTS.KITS 17 Violin Family 
Electric Guitar & Bass 17 Cellos 
Violins 
PARTS 

INSTRUMENTS.TYPE 3-15 Quarterman Cones 
Banjos 14-15 
Guitar Family 5-10 

Acoustic 6-9 

Jazz 5 

Uke 10 
Mandolin Family 10, 12-13 
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Thunder Follows Lightning! 


The New Regal Black Lightning...RD-52! 


Hs: a new Regal Dobro with the 
power and drive to cut through the 
traffic! If you’re being held back by a 
machine that isn’t performing, stop by 
your local shop and test drive a Regal Black 
Lightning...RD-52...and hear the thunder! 


¢ Quarterman resonator cone 

¢ 1930's Vintage California body shape 

¢ Traditional Block & Stinger neck/body joint 
e Rock Maple, trapezoid relieved soundwell 


SAG Phone: (650) 588-5558 © Fax: (650) 871-7590 
\ y 


www.sagamusic.com 
the source. DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED! 
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Saga Musical Instruments 


P.O. Box 2841 e 137 Utah Avenue 

South San Francisco, California 94080 
650-588-5558 © Fax 650-871-7590 
www.sagamusic.com ¢ sales@sagamusic.com 


